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NOVEMBER 1997 
MEETING NOTES 
11/6/97 

Meeting called to order and opened 
in due form by President Art Paolini 
Jr. 

Art had brought along a commerical 
spreadsheet program called VisiCalc 
Por the Atari to demo Por us and it 
is a very good spreadsheet and is 
considered to be »hat Lotus 1-2-5 is 
or was Por the IBM. and it turned 
out to be a very capable spreadsheet 
program as Art demoed its many Pi ne 
points Por us. 

Next month-'s club disk will be a 
disk with which to test the Atari 
Computer Por many thing such as 
RAM,ROM, and also a program to test 
1050 disk drives. Jon Mordosky 
demoed these programs Por us and 
they are very capable programs to 
test and check your equipment with. 

Art also demoed the German club disk 
and its" many Pi ne Peatures this 
club like the Ol"Hackers does their 
club newsletter on a disk and since 
we exchange newsletters with them we 
receive the benePit oP their 
expertise and their disks are very 
enjoyable and very well done. 

It was also reported that the Atari 
Navy was still in action with Art 
making a trip down the Palmerton 
Gorge and then a trip down the 
Tohickon over at Stoverns Park when 
they had released water upstream the 
other weekend. 

A Pormer ABE member brought some oP 
his Atari equipment in Por VP Jon 
Mordosky to test Por him as he wants 
to use it Por his young children to 
learn about Computers and he and Jon 
worked out a deal where he wi11 have 
his equipment put in working order 


by Jon so he can get his youngsters 
into computing aPter the December 
meeting. 

These meeting not es won 't appear 
until the Jan-Feb 1998 newsletter as 
my daughter who prints up the 
newsletter Por us has already 
printed up the Nov-Dec newsletter 
she will be going away on a business 
trip so we have published the 
newsletter earlier than we usually 
print it out, hope to bring it to 
the December meeting iP the weather 
stays nice. Sure, wish some oP you 
guys would give me an article to put 
in the newsletter once. That is all 
the meeting not es Por tonite. 


Larry Tischbein 
Recording Secretary 
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DECEMBER 

MEETING 

NOTES 

12/4/97 

Meeting called to order and opened 
in due form by President Art Paolini 
Jr. 

The January 1998 meeting will be 
held on the second Thursday which im 
January 8, 1998. The first Thursday 
is January 1, 1998 New Year’s Day 
that is the reason for the change. 

Motion made and seconded that Art 
and Jon send out a Xmas 1 etter to 
all the members and put the new 
meeting date in that letter and the 
motion authorixed the apending of 
the funds necessary to write and 
mail the letters to the members. 

The President donated a plastic 
portfolio to all the members which 
should be nice for carrying and 
störing papers and letters of 
importsnee, the Club also gave each 
member a disk with a program to test 
your 1050 drive on one side and your 
8-bit Computers on the other side. 

Eli Gr im demoed a program called 
"Snowbal 1 " it is a ' text ■' adventure 
program involving a ship, he also 
demoed Cartridges furnished by OP 
Jon Mordosky, one was a soccer game f 
one a kickback game similiar to 
soccer and a hockey game. Art had 
brought the first demo program which 
El i demoed. 

That my friends is about all the 
meeting notes for tonight and we 
dose with best wishes to all for a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 


Recording Secretary 


Larry Tischbein 



HELLO 

WELCOME TO THE 
PHYSCHIA TRIC 
HOTLINE 


If you are obsessive- 

compulsive,press 1 again and again. 

If you are co—dependent, get someone 
to press 2. 

If you have multiple Personalities, 
press 3, 4, 5,6, 7 and 8. 

If you are a sadist,hang up and call 
again. 

If you are paranoid-delusional, we 
know who you are. We traced this 
call. We're on our way. 

If you are Schizophrenie, 1 isten 
care f ul ly and a litle voice will 
teil you which number to press. 

If you are manie-depressive, it 
doesn't matter. No one will answer. 

Thank you for calling the 
Psychiatric Hotline. 
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<*> 1903 Sirius 


Sirius 

For more Information 
contact your local Sirius 
dealer or contact Sirius 
directly at 1Ö364 
Rockingharp Drive, 
Sacramento, CA 95827 
(916) 366-1195. 



Game design Dy Dan Thompson viC SO ve r s or> 
programmed by Leonard Berlom Package 
program and audio vtsual c 1983 Smus 
Sollware. Inc Sacramenio Cai'tonna 95827 au 
nghls reserved 

Sirius and Final Orbil are IrademarVs ol Sinus 
Sollware. Inc Alan 400. 800 and 1200 are 
trademarks ol Alan. Inc. VIC-20 is a Irademark a( 
Commodo'e Business Machines. Co'p Sinus 
lg not allilialed wilh Alan or Commodore 



Atari 400, 800 & 
1200 Cartridge 

VIC-20 Cartridge 


Sirius' 
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TAX TIPS 

Use your Computer 
to make April 15th 
less taxing 

I recently ran across the following 
list of »»» sites that could make 
your life less complicated bet»een 
no» and the middle of April * 

Internal Revenue Service 
http://»»».irs.ustreas. gov/ 

HSfR Block's refund calculator 
hrrps/?»»».hrblock, com/tax/refund/ 

1040. Com 

https//»»».1040. com/ 

Essential links to taxes 
http://»»».taxhelponline.com/ 

1040 Express tax search engine 
https//»um.ezone.com/taxman/ 

Tax prophet 

httpi//»»»/taxpraphet. com/ 

Tax »izard 

httpi //www- taxwizard.com/ 

Tax sites directory 

httpi//»»».uni.edu/schmidt/tax/tax. h 
ml 

I also heard thi s little story »hich 
I hope »ill put a grin on your face 
»hile you*re struggling »ith an 
entire yer*s receipts and all of 
those tax formst 

A businessman was fighting a tax 
case in court, acting as his o»n 
lawyer and not doing too »eil. In 
frustration he slammed his fist on 
the desk and said, " As God i s my 
Judge, I don't o»e these taxes. " The 
Judge hearing the case replied, 

"He-'s not, I am, You Do. " 

—By Jean Broka w 

LVAUG Editor ' s not es t This article 


reproduced fromtThe March IRR/ issue 
of "The Pacesetter", Pinelias Atari 
Computer Enthusiasts of Largo, 
Florida. 

Money taJA-s as much as ever, tut 
»hat it says nowadays makes less 
cents. 

Money may not buy happ iness, but it 
certainly lets you look for it in a 
lot more places. 

One nice thing about money—that 
color of green never clashes »ith 
any out fit you're »earing. 

Money is something that things run 
into and people run out of. 


Consider the postage stampt its 
usefulness consists in the ability 
to stick to one thing tili it gsts 
there.—Josh Billings. 

He that comp lies against his »ill is 
of his o»n opinion still. —Samuel 
Butler. 

Advice is like castor oil, easy 
enough to give but dreadful uneasy 
to take.—Josh Billings. 

Advice is sei dom welcome, and those 
»ho need it most, like it the 
least.—Lord Chester fiel d. 

The gern cannot be polished »ithout 
friction, nor man perfected »ithout 
trials.—Chinese Proverb. 

Old age isn^t so bad »hen you 
consider the alternative.—Maurice 
Chevalier. 

Not failure, but lo» aim, is crime.- 
-James Rüssel1 Lo»el1. 
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COMPUTERS AND 
SOCIETY 

David D. Thornburg, 
Associate Editor 
reproduced From 
COMPUTE! July 1983 

The FiFth 
Generation 

I can hardly resist the temptation 
to point out that Orwell's Vision 
for 1984 is fthankFully) not going 
to come true. It is interesting to 
note that,as with many other 
Futurists, Orwell overestimated the 
amount oF social change that wou1d 
occur by 1984, and seriously 
änderestimated the amount oF 
technological innovation that will 
have been developed by then. Nhile 
it is true that oFFice workers in 
Orwell-'s novel dictate their letters 
into a "speakwrite,“ an automated 
stenographer/printer, much oF the 
remaining technology is neither 
advanced nor inspiring. 

I was reminded oF the impact oF 
technological advances as 1 created 
the First draFt oF this month"s 
column on my Brot her EP-2Q battery- 
operated electronic typewriter. This 
marvel oF design is quite compact, 
Fits on any airplane tray table, and 
is almost silent. Since it retails 
For about $200 and allows the user 
to correct up to 16 characters oF 
text beFore it is printed, I would 
not be surprised to see this device 
open up whole new markets For 
typewriters. I never used a 
typewriter For a rough draFt beFore 
simply because they were too bulky. 
Now this device has become my 
portable Workstation(sadly missing 
the storage that would make it a 
terminal For my ward processor), and 
I take i t everywhere. 

Is it siFniFicent that this 


innovation was developed by a 

Japanese Company ? As we look at the 
Computer industry, it is clear tht 
it is taking on a decidedly 
international Flavor. And yet, so 
Far the big names in personal 
Computers are deFinitely American 
<T1, Commodore, Atari, Apple, IBM, 
etc. ) 

KIPS SUPER COMPUTER. 

A recently published book, The FiFth 
Generati on <AddisonKNesley, $15. 95) , 
suggests that we must be much more 
aware oF Japanese advances in 
Computer technology iF we are to 
survive as a technological nation. 
Far From being a "scare“ book 
designed to erect protectionist 
trade barriers,The FiFth Generation 
is more a call to arme. Its aut hörs 
are Edward Feigenbaum, a pioneer in 
the Field oF artiFical intel 1 igence 
and Pamela McCorduck, a Science 
writer who has written extensively 
on Computers and intelligent 
behavior in machines. The aut hörs 
say that Japan has embarked on a ten 
year crash program to dsvelop a new 
type oF super Computer—a “Fi Fth 
generation" mach ine tht is called a 
Knowledge InFormation Processing 
Systems <KIPS). The KIPS is expected 
to be markedly diFFerent in 
architecture From the Computer in 
use today. Furthermore, it is 
expected that the users oF KIPS will 
interact with it very diFFerently 
From the way people use Computers 
today. 

Uhat is a KIPS? Mhile most oF 
today's Computers are used For data 
Processing and with the exception oF 
languages like LISP and Logo, most 
Computer languages are geared 
towards data Processing tasks, the 
KIPS is an optimized blend oF 
hardware and soFtware, tailored to 
per Form genral symbol manipulation 
and symbolic inFerence. This shiFt 
in emphasis recognizes that most oF 
our work involves reasoning, not 
calculating. 
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A REASONING NACHJNE? 

Can one build a "reasoning " mcahine? 
According to Feigenbaum and 
NcCor duck, the Japanese lack our 
preoccupatian with this questian. 
From their prespective, it is 
sufficient to nate that Computer 
Systems powerful enough to be fifth 
generation machines will function at 
a level far beyond that which we are 
present ly familiär. 

Modest projects in the development 
of Systems that out perform human 
"experte" are an important result of 
research in artifical inte11igence. 
For example, programs that perform 
certain types of medical diagnoses, 
analyze and propose synthetic 
pathways in the creation of new 
Chemical compounde, and predict the 
location of geological deposits has 
already been implemented on existing 
commmerical Computers using 
1anguages such as LJ SP. Such 
programs must operate with both a 
"knowledge base" and a set of 
"inference procedures." to read a 
map for, instance, one must have 
both maps and procedure for reading 
them. 

INTUT IVE SOLUTIONS. 

The fifth generation of KIPS will be 
built around the collection of vast 
amounts of data and the collection 
of problem-solving techinques that 
ränge from rigid deterministic 
methods to those that mimic the 
human ability to act on "hunches." 
You need not become embroiled in the 
mach ine Intelligence controvesarsy 
to appreciate that such Systems have 
the potential to completely redefine 
Computers, their use, and their 
place in society. 

In Order to create the KIPS, 
advances are required in both 
Computer hardware and Software. The 
Computers we are familiär with 
operate in serial fashion. 

Instructions are executed one at a 


time. This type of compute 
architecture was developed by John 
von Neumann, and speed 1imitaions in 
such Computers are caused by the 
" von Neumann hottleneck "—processing 
Instruction by instruction, byte by 
byte. In order to create fester 
Computers, the fifth generat ion 
machines may favor a system using 
many processors in parallel. 

A BILLION INFERENCES PER SECOND. 

To appreciate the need for this 
approach, you should remember that 
the KIPS is to be used primari1y for 
the linking of aknowledge base by 
symbolic representaions<e. g. , a 
sparrow is a kind of bird), or for 
the representation of rules (e.g., 
if the temperature is over 400 
degrees, then the boiler must be 
turned down). To be used 
effectively, a problem-solving 
problem program must Scan its 
library of "IFs" to find one 
revelant to the problem at hand. 

F inding this nee die in the 
knowledge-based haystack of the size 
anticipated by the Japanese will 
require much more computational 
horsepower than we have seen to 
date. For example, today’s big 
Computers are capable of executing 
no more than 100,000 logical 
inference per second <LIPS). iOne 
logical inference corresponds to one 
JF/THEN Statement .) A personal 
Computer such as an Apple II might 
execute < dependi ng on the 1anguage 
Chosen) about 100 LIPS. The KIPS 
will be designed to execute up to a 
bi 11 ion LI PS. 

Such achievements are not the result 
of hardware alone. Interestingly, 
the 1anguage of present interest to 
the KIPS project leaders has already 
been developed by the Europeans — 
PROLOG. 

How feasible is this project? There 
is much diversity of opini on on this 
topic, but there is consensus that, 
even if the project goals are not 
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NOT SO EASY 


met in ten years, the intermim 
results will most certainly change 
the nature oF Computers and 
computing. As Feigenbaum and 
McCorduck say: 

Word literacy has given us power to 
an opulent, soaring world oF mind — 
an alteration oF thought processes — 
that is denied the i11iterate. 
Computing literacy, even in its 
present Form, opens still another 
world, orte that may eventual 1 y may 
enter as roi.it ine ly as they enter the 
world oF letter, and it will conFer 
perhaps even more power than the 
mighty pen and press have already 
given us. This is not idle 
Promotion.As human muscle power has 
been ampliFied by any special 
purpose machines, so human mind- 
power will be ampl iFied. The 
Computer wi11 change not only what 
we thing bt.it HON. 

(Your editor's not et 15 years later 
in 1998 stop and think about ho w 
much oF this article has already 
happened and already taken place 
with our newer and more powerFul 
Computers.) 


ZIGGY 



By Credic Adams 


How quick ly can you Find out what's 
unusual about this paragraph? It 
looks so ordinary you'd think 
not hing was wrong with it at allf 
and, in Fact, not hing is. But it is 
unusual. Why? Study it, think about 
it, and you will Find out, but you 
must do it withotit coaching: I’m not 
going to assist you in anyway. No 
doubt, i F you work at i t For a bit, 
it will dawn on you. Nho knows until 
you try? So hop to it. Try your 
skill and pray For luck. Par is 
about halF an hour. 

-submitted by Kathy Beverance 


VIRUS HARN ING! 

An E—mai1 borne virus that will 
automatical1y Forward itselF was 
recently discovered. IF you receive 
an E-mail message titled "You have 
got to read this!" do not open the 
message. It contains an enclosure 
that is designed to inFect your 
machine and send itselF to three oF 
your "Personal Address Book " 
Friends. 


iYour Editor's notess the articles 
above have been reproduced Fram the 
April 1997 issue oF the 
" PACESETTER» 

the Pinealias Atari Computer 
Enthtisiasts in Largo FLA.) 
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Times have 
changed For 
Computer User 
Clubs 

by John Moran 
Of The Hartford Courant 
Allentown 
Morning Call 
12/2/97 


This year, an estimated 90 million 
personal Computers will be sold, 
many to people who have never before 
owned a PC, 

New owners will be confronted with a 
comple>t Instrument that can do many 
thinge—if you know which buttons to 
push and icons to dick. 

Under such circumsiances, you would 
think volunteer, nonprofit 
organizations dedicated to informing 
Computer owners about their machines 
would be Flourishing. 

Alas, you would be wrong. 

Many Computer groups—in essence 
clubs oF people who share 
inFormation about PCs—are 
struggling even as the sales boom 
puts Computers into mi11ions oF 
American households. 

The reason For this oddity is a 
tangled mix oF changes in technology 
and changes in society. 

The user—group movement traces its 
orgins back some 20 years to the 
earliest days oF devices we now call 
personal Computers. Crude and 
temperamental beasts, these machines 
demanded a lot Fr cm anyone who 
wanted to use them. 

As much in seif-defense as anything 
eise, hardcore Computer hobbyists 


banded together to share knowledge 
about whai worked, what di dn •’ t and 
why. The re was real ly now her e eise 
to turn. 

In their heyday, groups like the 
Boston Computer Society had 
memberships that numbered in the 
tens oF thousands. 

But a lot has changed in the 
Computer industry since then. 
Hardware and Software makers have 
developed their own technical- 
support capabilities. Battalions of 
Computer-Oriented magazines have hit 
the shelves to answer the questions 
of novices. 

The rise of the Internet also has 
been a Factor. It not only oFFers 
ways to Find basic information on 
running a PC, but it also provides 
ready access to the kind of shared 
Software that user groups used to 
specialize in Finding and 
di stributing. 

All of this has sapped strength From 
user groups. Some have faltered. 

Last year, the Boston Computer 
Society disbanded after nearly 20 
years. 

Still others remain healthy and 
vibrant—including the Business and 
Professiona1 Microcomputer Users 
Group < BP-MUß) . 

BP-MUG has prospered inpart by 
shifting some of its emphasis From 
Computer hardware and Software to 
informing its members about the 
Internet, said longtime member Mort 
Fabricant. 

"It's a precarious industry," 
Fabricant said. "But we - 've got Funds 
in the Organization and people to 
carry us over the humps. Hopefully 
we '11 make into the 21 st Century. 
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Pres. Art Paolini Jr-610-266-5195 
V.P. Jonathan fardosky-blO-JSl-UM 
Ireas. Richard Kohn-610-43o-764.' 
Sec. Larry Iischbein-215-536-5737 
Parlieentarian Hilliaa Fol so* 
610-866-7418 
Hetbership John Douglat- 
610-866-7851 

Nearus Contact-Jonathan Hordosky- 
610-261-1044 

8-bit Librarian-Art Paohnt Jr 
610-266-6195 

Hmletter- Larry Tischbein 
215-5^-5737 


Lehigh Valley Atari 
Users Group 
’ost Office Box 796 
fhitehall, PA 18052-0796 
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